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mines what your upbring-
ing has been, how modern
you are, how modern your
thinking is. And that meas-
ure is your level of environ-
ment consciousness.

The eco-friendly Ganpati, in
this Ganesha Festival has
turned into a huge cam-
paign. Children in every
home are making earthen
Ganesha idols, most wide-
spread experiment in envi-
ronment consciousness.

‘Swachhta Hi Seva’ to
each and every home
before the celebration of
Gandhi Jayanti.

Navika Sagar Parikrama,
Six young women will
embark on a voyage
across the seas, in a small
boat, INS Tarini. They will
circumnavigate the globe
and return home, after
many months. This is the
first instance of its kind in
the world.

completed three years. 30
crore new families have
been linked to this
scheme, bank accounts
have been opened and
almost 65 thousand
crore rupees have been
deposited in banks by
our underprivileged
brethren.
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BETI BACHAO —
HARYANA FIGHTS FOETICIDE MENACE
Haryana’s approach towards convictions have been secured since Similarly, such arrests and the subse-

combating the menace is result
oriented and focussed on addressing
the immediate causes of concern. With
the Health department taking the lead
role through the PNDT doctors, the
entire focus has been on taking
immediate action against centres/
doctors/people involved in illegal sex
determination. The state is focussed
on bringing all diagnostic centres, sale
of MTP kits at pharmacies and SSDs
scam under the scanner and creating
adequate deterrence for probable
offenders. Three key factors which
have been instrumental in bringing
about the change are— a deterrent
effect vigilance through several means
and proactive Governance measures.

Marked Deterrence

The state has been put on a mission
mode since the inception of Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao program. The
State supervisory board had earlier
recommended conducting sting
operations at USG Centres suspected
for involvement in sex determination.
The scenario indicated negligent
attitude towards monitoring of sex
selection activities and inefficient
implementation of the PCPNDT act.
However, post 2015; decoy operations
have gained considerable prominence
in state’s action plan for improving the
sex ratios.

Since 2015, a total of 459 FIRs have
been registered under PNDT and MTP
Act and more than 1000 culprits have
been nabbed since then. Further, more
than 500 USG machines have been
sealed under PC-PNDT Act and 100
Chemist shops have been sealed for
illegal sale of MTP Kits. A number of

then, including those of high profile and
well-known doctors. Further, 92
Inter-State  PC-PNDT raids have been
conducted (Delhi-20, UP-44, Punjab-20,
Rajasthan-8).

The Deputy CMOs in all districts have
been identified and entrusted the task of
ensuring rigorous implementation of the
PCPNDT and MTP act. The designated
doctors have been engaged full time in
inspection and monitoring of USG
centres/sex determination activities and
conducting decoy operations.

Data shows there has been strict
implementation of the PCPNDT in the
state of Haryana and specifically in three
selected sample districts of Jhajjar,
Sonepat and Kurukshetra, post
implementation of Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao.
Districts
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With the network proliferating in
theneighbouring states, the Haryana
government  also intensified the
inter-district raids to ensure that rigorous
law enforcement does not get diluted on
account of easier avenues and safer
havens in neighbouring states. Several
interstate raids have been conducted by
them since the inception of the program.
Apart from this, convictions in high profile
cases also sent out a strong message
among the miscreants.
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quent infamy through media, created a
deterrent effect, not only among such
doctors/centres, but also among the
seekers of such services among the gen-
eral public.
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Exemplary convictions, Impactful deterrence

Dr Meena Taneja, an affluent doctor,
stood testimony to the fact that no
amount of societal standing can shield
the miscreants from the axe of the law.
Her clinic in Bahadurgarh was raided by
the Jhajjar PNDT team and the doctors
found huge irregularities in her record
keeping and established her guilt after
subsequent investigation. She was
booked under both PNDT and MTP act
and sentenced to three years of
imprisonment and a fine of Rs 22,500.
The doctor had been conducting sex
selections tests and subsequent
abortions for years with impunity,
irrespective of the fact that her agendas
were quite known in the local circles. Her
arrest also sent out a strong message to
the illegal fraternity, said the PNDT team
of Jhajjar.

Table 4- Data on Legal action taken up under PCPNDT in Haryana
Indicators Apr 2015- Apr 2016-Mar Cumulative
Mar 2016 2017

Suspension/ cancellation 58 117 663
Seize & Seal 95 97 489
Court Case 38 53 208
Conviction 3 69 (40 doctors)
License cancellation 0 14
Licenses suspended 2 0 6
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Deterrence on the supply side

Interviewing law enforcement officers
from the three districts, it was found
that there has been a definitive
deterrent effect post increase in
frequency of raids. DSP of Jhajjar
district also asserted that due to
increased vigilance and random
probability of sting operations, even
the doctors/diagnostic centers earlier
suspected of involvement in sex
selection have become cautious in
their dealings.

However, the DSP, Jhajjar further
informed that this crackdown has
driven the miscreants to devise newer
strategies to conduct sex
determination as demand for such
tests still exists. Due to the increasing
risk factors, USG machines are now
carried in mobile vans and the tests
are done secretly or even door-to-door
service. Machines and MTP kits are
now being informally smuggled and
delivered through personal contact,
creating newer challenges for the
authorities. Nonetheless, such
developments are under the
government’s scanner and actions are
being undertaken even in this respect.

A Portable 6"’x 4"’ Chinese USG found
being used for SD providing door step
services, a godown of cost effective,
mobile Chinese USG machines has
also been unearthed., two such
machines supplied to Ambala were
traced and the accused are still facing
trial. Following the success in Jhajjar,
intensive raids in other districts and a
crackdown on sale of Sex Selection
Drugs (SSDs) and culprits are booked

BETI BACHAO -

STRICT ENFORCEMENT OF PCPNDT IN HARYANA

under PNDT and IPC 420.

Deterrence on the demand side

Interviewing the general public and
grassroot functionaries at the block and
village level, it was realized that while
there is still a strong desire for a son,
people are largely aware that any such
test would invite penal action. Informal
interaction with families with 2 or more
daughters and pregnant mothers,
revealed that though they were desperate
for a son, going for a sex diagnosis was a
clear no because of increased
surveillance, ‘sakhti bohot ho gayi
hai’ (stringency has increased) was a
commonly held notion among the general
public. While regressive mindsets are still
prevalent, crackdown is a definitive
deterrent. Health functionaries at the
block level, including doctors, ANMs,
Asha and Anganwadi workers, were found
to be aware regarding sex selection
activities and informed that many such
informal centers which were proliferating
initially in the neighbourhood have either
been shut down or have been nabbed by
the authorities. However, with lesser
opportunities in the state, An ASHA
worker in Rai Village of Sonepat District,

revealed that people now prefer going to
neighboring states for such Tests, they also
prefer sending their daughter-in-law to their
maternal homes for sex determination. This
out flux and percolation to neighbouring
states also stands as a major challenge.

To combat this percolation of such centers
to neighbouring areas the state has also
tightened its onslaught on inter-state sex
determination rackets. Following leads, the
doctors undertake arduous follow-ups and
lay traps at outdoor locations. Out of several
raids, Jhajjar team raided unregistered
centre at Nangloi New Delhi and arrested
owner/tout .The seller of the mobile USG
also arrested., Sonepat team busted racket
of female foeticide spread in three States
(Haryana, UP and Delhi) The team booked
culprits from Noida and Mayur Vihar under
PNDT/MTP Act etc. A total of 92 inter-state
raids have been conducted till March 2017.
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PROACTIVE GOVERNANCE MAKES WAY IN HARYANA

Heightened Vigilance

Another strategy adopted by the au-
thorities has been of improving vigi-
lance and oversight. Increased and
methodical monitoring and inspections
has helped in bringing to the fore sev-
eral dormant areas in administrative
functioning. Besides, it has helped
unearthing several nefarious activities
being adopted at the local levels for
conducting sex determination and
aborting the girl child.

Asha workers- eyes and ears of the
administration

During our research and extensive in-
teraction with Asha workers in villages,
it was found out that they play a very
crucial link in the entire crackdown on
illegal centres. A majority of them iden-
tified with the cause of Beti Bachao
Beti Padhao and took proactive steps
to mobilize and motivate women to
educate their girls and ensure proper
nutrition. The workers keep a special
vigil on families with first girl child or
two or more girls, as according to the
common perception they are most
likely to go in for sex selection. Asha
workers are the primary source of
demographics and familial details of
the assigned population on their tips,
which they report to sub centres, where
the data is further collated. However, it
is ensured that Asha workers keep a
vigil on each other as well. As narrated
by staff of RAI village, Sonipat district
about an ASHA worker who was in-
volved in sex determination and MTP,
was arrested after a coordinated action
against her by district level authorities
and other Asha activists.

The Asha workers also keep authorities
informed on the local touts and quacks
operating in remote areas befooling
people. They , along with informing the
authorities also educate the people
regarding such miscreants and the
futility of their claims. Rewarding such
initiatives and encouraging others to
pitch in, the state gives incentives to
volunteer decoy customers and for tip
offs by informers. 48 incentives have
been given (released from State
Budget in F.Y 16-17) and a cumulative
figure of 86.

“Interaction with Ritu (name changed),
an Asha worker in Kurukshetra, high-
lighted their spirit and motivation level.
On receiving informal tip off on likely sex
determination activities in a private
ultrasound centre under her PHC, she
first approached them on her own ac-
cord and then after getting confirmation
she approached the Dy.CMO-PNDT and
volunteered to become a decoy agent to
bust the racket.”

Their reach and access by means of
informal relationship building helps
them get crucial leads and insider infor-
mation with regard to family pressures
for sex determination and aborting the
girl child. Even post delivery of girl child,
they frequently do follow ups and ensure
that the girl child is being taken care of
proper nutrition and timely vaccinations.
Asha Workers are also trained for giving
pre-conception care to the women with
timely folic activities and regular visits,
which helps in both health care and also
keeping a vigil. Asha’s provide UPT kits
for free as a means to stay informed
about the pregnant women in the vil-
lage.

Since the ASHA workers live among and
belong to the village they have to
monitor, hey possess significant
outreach and influence among the
people. They do counseling and try to
educate the women and also assess
their present status and plans. Door to
door inspections and keeping a check
on all the vulnerable households, was
found to be a significant contribution by
the grassroot health functionaries.

Further, the village wise monthly SRBs
maintained at the PHC level, enables close
monitoring of villages with low sex ratios.
Greater vigilance is maintained in such
areas.

Further, another strategy adopted by the
ASHA workers is segregating the
households demographically. Special vigil is
maintained on households with one or
more daughters. It is a general understand-
ing that such households might go in for sex
determination in pursuit of their wish for a
male heir. Such households are considered
to be ’high-risk’ and are thus under their
scanner.

“My strategy is to befriend the newly-wed
girls in the village and become their close
confidante so that she does not hide her
pregnancy from me and gets herself
registered in the first trimester itself, |
also keep a close eye on families with
two or more daughters for their probable
efforts towards sex determination”, said
an ASHA worker in Rai village of Sonepat
district, with the demeanour of a
vigilance officer and determination of a
soldier!
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Early registration of pregnancies and
institutional deliveries

There is a considerable stress on ensur-
ing 100% registration of all pregnancies
in the first trimester itself i.e. before a
conclusive sex determination can be
made. Registering the expecting mothers
in the first 12 weeks of the pregnancy
enables maintaining vigilance and close
scrutiny over the registered women and
also creates a deterrent effect among
the family members who intend to get a
sex test done.

Further, through early registration of
pregnancies and ANCs, the pregnant
women can be tracked till delivery. In
case the pregnant woman goes missing
after the registration, the matter can be
reported to authorities. Such proactive
techniques aid in accurately assessing
the social parameters of the village and
the tendencies towards sex determina-
tion and prospective avenues.

On visiting the PHCs and Sub centres it
was observed that a detailed chart track-
ing the pregnancy stage, delivery status-
whether successful, aborted or still born
was clearly specified for each registered
woman. The records maintained at vil-
lage level helps the Asha workers to
closely monitor and report any indica-
tions of sex determination tests. Details
regarding her existing children their gen-
der and age is also maintained. Specific
attention is paid to those who already
have one or more girls.

Further, under the Pradhan Mantri Surak-
shit Matritva Abhiyan, every pregnant
woman in the block has to visit health
centres for check up and regular immuni-
zation of the pregnant mother and the
new born. Private practitioners are also
involved in the health checkups, enabling
greater vigil and mobilization of private
health centres.

SMO Kanonda village, credited with 80%
1st trimester registration, informed us
that people are particularly reluctant to
get themselves registered at the time of
pregnancies for fear of being tracked.
Similar concerns were raised by Asha
workers across districts; they said that
women and specially their families have
to be convinced for registration. Re-
counting her experience, one Asha
worker said that she often feels unwel-
comed in houses where they do not in-
tend to get themselves registered and in

many cases maintain secrecy for as long as
possible.

Each Subcentre regularly updates and
monitors data for ‘eligible couples’ in their
area.
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However, apart from challenges, ANC regis-
tration has helped in increased monitoring
and vigilance. The ANMs have to communi-
cate the details to their superiors and in
case of discouraging figures, the causes
are investigated. The system has also cre-
ated an accountability structure among the
grass root health functionaries.

Further, There is also considerable empha-
sis on encouraging institutional deliveries
to further ensure that curbing the practice
of sending new-born girls to orphanages, in
the 100 districts where it was imple-
mented. As per NFHS 4, 2015-16 reports,
Jhajjar achieved 91.2 % institutional deliv-
eries in rural areas, Kurukshetra with
92.4% IDs and Sonipat achieved 84.9 %
IDs. .Dr. Neeraj, NHM Incharge, Sonipat,
informed that Ashas were mobilized to give
instant information about any home deliver-
ies at the CMO office. On getting the tip off,
the entire team along with the CMO used to
reach the reported house with an ambu-
lance and police to discourage home deliv-
eries.

Transparency & constant monitoring

The records maintained by the ANM also
prove to be an important means of vigi-
lance. ANM monthly reports are main-
tained at the sub-centre level. This monthly
recording of real time data enables direct
and swift action. Monthly data on total no.
of pregnant women and the total no. of
those registered in first, second and third
trimester, details of their ANC check-ups,
delivery, vaccination records is maintained
in a printed Performa. The data maintained

(contd. from Page 4)

allows for easy monitoring and access.

Further, boards with Red Green yellow
categorization based on SRB trends in
villages displayed at public offices, Gudda
Guddi charts put up outside anganwadi
centres create accountability on the
ground staff by displaying the no. of girls
and boys in the village. Each Subcentre
regularly updates and monitors data for
‘eligible couples’ in their area. Such data
helps in easy keeping constant vigil on
child sex ratio in the village and naming/
shaming the village in open. Records
maintained by diagnostic centres are also
periodically inspected, every three
months. Among the many forms provided
under the PNDT act, suspicious omissions
or erroneous information provided in
Form F is taken by the authorities as an
indication of malpractices.
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Author—Vidushi Sahani, Fellow PPRC

Khyati Srivastava, Associate PPRC
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POLICY DASHBOARD

SBM (URBAN

33,76,793

1,28,946

Individual Household Latrines Constructed

Community & Public Toilets Constructed

ODF Cities
1,022

Accounts opened under PMJDY

Amt. deposited in PMJDY Accounts

PERFORMANCE DASHBOARD

29.58Cr.

65,900Cr. ]

43,200

Ward with 100% Door-to-Door Collection

No. of RuPay cards issued under PMIDY

22.74Cr.

LED Distributed
26,04,73,185

Soil Health Ca

SHC Dispatched

Jan Suraksha

People Enrolled

Energy Saved/Year
33,827 mn kWh

rd

UJJWALA

BPL LPG Connections
Released

Electrification

] Loans Sanctioned

Cost Saving/Year
13,531 Cr.

COz Reduction/Year
2,73,99,766t

SBM (Rural)

*Data as on 2nd September, 2017

Household toilets Built
47,265,239

Open Defecation free Villages
2,34,655

ODF villages in Namami Gange
4,464

Households Electrified (Garv)
13.78 Lakh

Villages Electrified (Under DDUGJY)
14,304(78% of target)

ECONOMIC FACT SHEET

CPI Inflation (July)
2.36%

WPI Inflation (July)
1.88%

Index of Industrial Production
(June)

3.1%

Current Account to GDP ratio
(April)
0.6%

Trade Deficit (July)

GDP 2016-17 annual growth

Repo Rate (2017)

Bank Rate (2017)

. rate
$11.45 Billion 6.1% 6% 6.25%
SLR (2017) CRR (2017) Forex Reserves (August) USD/Rs (2 September 2017)
20% 4% 3,94,550 mn $ ¥63.83/%
@ sfgte;r:wgg:d28017) ,\g éfﬁgrﬁii/rlz%gﬂ? N7 (Qgsgp;i"zeé BT Sensexéisggezmzbg 2017)
52.33%/bbl 30,250 7 : ’ :

* All data received from related Ministries.
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3qus wiaarRrEt 1 wfreror fam S =@ § S @9 00,28 FIE
w0 o1 T F § AR oY AwEve A R Tadude F aga maen
69,58 FUAS TAT 2.¥¢ FUE &7 aafed iy uw g |
TETAY F TSAT H USHIE & STa9Y TG F gq Ta=aEEr 7 ua.2.47.
(AT e i) % agd B ‘bt TaaH F Frbwy 9% R §
FAT S F FAT F amel ® oo spdiferm, doger, Aiweay, geaa)
Teamts & wireror v sy it Y g1 € F A uA . (7 e
FTSTHA) T TATTL F <o TATAT FT FTAGI T&TT Fh (9o Fgre , fawett
& 3g T e e e § giftwefordt i feer & wfdreror 3 = 21
THE ATE el AT HI STIAT FGETT AL § @red & forg I
ST T@T § TAT AT TRl TG THH HT L@ g1 THT F 1o e faveqor
HEATT S T sl A iheda Ug W , d9ed Iftese
At fsers gour, aftwer , af¥fr, frfae vfEwer wfereror anfe 3 deom of
@A & AT H =@ T AL TR 99 o faww Ro s A FHT
eredt forme w=ft A g S 9 9o 3or § wArE erg< Y o fi av
AT F T A A 38 AT TAT SR AETEE & wigar, 747 i
T ST T8 ...
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ITATT ITfAT &= & gar FfT sy

F ATHAY ATHF AEL AT AT AT T AL AT TIE AT qA § S0
TSI ST gTT S it qaTwe % w16 ZaTa 1 Ao o 1
FHTEATT 2

fAfed oiw S FaauHe @tw T S O99) F @i § AU
AT T TRTAT 37 AT AT H SHATHAT qETH g A9¢ FHided i
FET FT F1 THF [T Qo0 FIE & HUe il sqaedr i T g1 T
AL, =T TEERT | TqTES , T4 TS F Teleeld T dgrar f&ar
STTURTT T AT o 7 3=l 1 =799 & &9 § g7 § a9 @
I FAT

RGBS EIR

TaTHE T St T H Gl U AT FOAT FATAT 7 I=IG
AT AT ST G ATHATT AISTAT T L& 7 oA =7 AT F M-
Tta § agi A et F T g Tl giAemd Suerey FTaT, s Aad
9 TTATRIATSN 7 SIS TAT T TaTelt FT 999 T Svg o 6
& H AT F@TT T hd TR TR 2| AT B AT ATCEUE 9T
AT % & H YR 397 % forw f21 Sfrq g € 797 g § 9
T ATH AT F T gl TET 71 Tt § =71 20T FT ¥ AT FT
Zor F forw amreet % =9 # iU F#39 F g off 9 2 Few 3T
g, THT e # =W I gU AT a7 "o i A @i
TSTEAT FT T AAAIT AT 81 09 @Y & faredt & v
o wtraer g afes etz i srot a1a avw § @ F7 9
+fY e

T avg 9o wede § widl off 7 e wrSEe ¥ 10 wied
ziAfarufes #r off g =t REr)

g FEFY Y 79T UF Gl AT G SRAT & 2T ger § qr
THH T FHR F ¢ Mg H G A i AT F STenT sren ¥t
H Feare A9 FATT TN TH T F FIEARA F 9999 F gf ag1 o
G F WA SATEFAT qadt § A7 AstHat w1 ff 7% F a1 Feaa
G H AT TEA FT TG I AT g1 T qLE ST HHIT F JaTeit T
G q STEA % T2 AT 6 o7 72 € AT gt wefeaw qur sy 9 %
TETEAT ¥ et A ST ) FE qgL § Gl Tqefe Fi A 2
TET  TAT AL Tate freger arer wedi § =ar % fawm F w200
FUE T T FT T 2

TS TATIAT TEAT Feiraetg § A Feare F friarsir qur gfdr i
TE erRTefET @i &7 A foram & Rred agt Fag S aat § g2
T TAT 90 T AU § ATHT AUAT FAST AT qahl T T
e T fiE 7 a8t F AR gL H HI0 qqTdT, IR FEl F
TEIT F T A FHE F T999 T L 21T & TAT TH ISTET I
T aga ¥ JeT S1aT € oTd: 39 SATh | A IaTSiT &l STaHl gad &
TAH Y AT Y SATET AT ST FhaT § 4T 918 § A Fg Aarsi
H 291 % forw o= ST #1921 39 qig AL feardl sarn § o
et F wiesy F fur § wwus § fEw = w6 g Sew oA
IYATE & ST | AT HEFT 39 AT FHT FAT TH

e GRS

IYEATE qAT AAFATE TATAT TATHT qAT AT ZATRl H AR
ATt 3 T U Y AT Fiead FY W E qUAT FE UHT AT A
AT % o gAY o @ & e qanst & T U e S

(953 7 &7 99...)

ADG PI - INDIAN ARMY ¥ Follow

@adgpi

Gen Bipin Rawat #COAS met students from Army’s #Super40
coaching initiative. 26 boys & two girls from J&K cracked IT-JEE
Mains Exam.

4:05 PM - Jun 13, 2017

fufy v =7 zomat § AT ST g6 TemaEs 9 S g g7 § 5
FeIT F U 9000 FIT ®UY smdfeq Y § Bed & ¥o00 FE
FOAT ST FeHIT | FATEST FHEATET AT I G g1 AT @ o 2
T 2 TR | I ST T YT S #F o7 areht sreudrar i
T 377 srfersk geamer s

IAT A % TSAT o U T ey I @ AT A e i i g S
ST qATY 9T & qf) oAt § T YT BT T 91 @ gl THE
T YTATHS ITATC F el Frfreaant & afereqor I It U= &7
T AT ST qT Teer =\wr § srevrre, orew, durerd, et §
FE g TR SO 3|6 9T ST sat § fF =8 e Srom) seE
rfercarer, TR FEETE, T 3T T iertera R s qer wfees-
TTEae % arede & e ao & o geme B srom

ey od g

A qEHTT TAT ST GERTT TAAT § AT T2 T qAT DAl F AFT
TSI e IRTHAT & AT HT SIS HT GLEA T AT FT gl 30
T " SRT 9T IUATE, ARMEATE TAT AGFaTE H FHI 3 81 T8 Tai
T S e § G e 69 F 990 a1 IqATg 97 A aga
B TF TS o0 &1 g1 g &f & faat § Iga F Tearierat F T8 F oo |
IYATE FT TEAT SIS HY ATHTHA 7T 81 78T T2 e § off 7a7 o9
GAFE FTAT T & F AT AUAT A & T TGT hehd dfodh LS
FILOT I T I TAT T GHFTHL T e qoa7 e Fer &
FH FATT T | THT q3g TATE T4t § ff aR 7 uahiE qusia
F qEd a8l & Aermaartear ¥ ff g gew e F ary e
FW T F A o g1 a8 aft g @Wa gem § AT A werEr
TISTATS TAT F2 FHAT 6 BT, THT AT F TLH FT 37T IT GIL TATH
H wg=AT AR et Te &4 ATt § Gt Rl F0 997 T TgT qeht
JTh It % AT & HATE FIAT JT Heh, TAT WA & g< AT &l TATEA,
TSR JIT g 9T gagnd 7 g6 da1e F oa9ma 5 Few Aif
FAMTEATET TAT ITATET qed AT AT ASHH § FHAE &7 J0d g AL
I HaTe TR TAT AT § a9 T 97 A1 o AT 397 F e orfe
= H qA: TATUT HT T &

- T I

(TITTAT-FT 70 ¢ & THIIT) T AT e FF
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PM MoDI EMBODIES SINCERITY IN HIS
URGENCY FOR A NEW INDIA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Independence Day Speech,
as usual, had some clear takeaways - to be specific, three!

At the outset, his message was of sensitivity towards those
who have suffered in recent tragic incidents, especially the
painful deaths of children at a Gorakhpur hospital. Also, he
expressed grief towards those who have faced loss of family
in recent floods and other natural calamities.

The next was his report to the Nation! In a spirit of account-
ability, he informed the people about the progress achieved by
his government on several fronts, including war on corruption
and black money, women’s empowerment, entrepreneurship,
development, ease of doing business and other such things.

The third takeaway was his sense of urgency. At the end of
his speech, he came out as a man in a hurry with genuine
passion for increasing the pace of national development in a
time-bound manner.

Narendra Modi, the Effortless Speaker

Prime Minister Modi is known for well-structured speeches.
His treatment to his speech is like that of an artiste. Like
every other work, he treats his speech as a piece of art,
ensuring a perfect choice of words, measured voice
modulation, an artful interweaving of logically presented
thoughts, and a deep emotional appeal. Besides that, he
also has cultivated an inimitable style of taking his
countrymen into confidence.

Free from the artificial burden of secularism, the nation saw
a Prime Minister unhesitatingly wishing all his countrymen
for Janmashtami. In those hundreds of kids right before him,
he saw Krishna as a child. His linking Krishna with a
Sudarshan-Chakra in his hand to Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi working on wheel of a Charkha was something
remarkable, while underscoring the continuity of our
civilisational heritage.

In continuation, he reminded people about the importance of
2017; which happens to be the 70th anniversary of
Independence, 75th of Quit India, 100th of Champaran
Movement and 125th of Sarvajanik Ganeshotsav; all important
milestones of our glorious history.

A New India, Free From Evils

Juxtaposed with his appeal for rededicating ourselves to the
cause of creating a New India, free from casteism,
communalism, corruption, poverty and dirt, these references
to these motivating chapters of our history make perfect
sense.

Also important was his reference to Kashmir, underscoring
once again that indulgence in name-calling or violence will
not lead to any enduring solution to the vexed issue. Without
any ambiguity, he forthrightly pointed out that love, affection
and compassion is the only way ahead in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Also reassuring was his observation about the poor and the
deprived not remaining in the periphery and becoming the
nation’s mainstream, an oblique reference to the fact that all
occupants of constitutional positions are from poor sections. But
perhaps his statement that today, a festival of honesty and
Integrity is being celebrated, deserves the most special mention.

A Report Card On How the Country Has Faired?

Although there were no new announcements of any welfare
programmes, the Prime Minister used this opportunity to report
to the people the progress on the fronts of social and economic
security.

One can’t miss the importance of his statements on lowering of
the prices of stents and knee replacements as well as dialysis
being made available in district places from the point of view of
Garib Kalyan!

The Modi government has faced several taunts and derisive
remarks about its efforts to eradicate black money and end
corruption. In this backdrop, he made three important
revelations.

Similarly, his bold assertion that some three lakh shell
companies were found after demonetisation and over half of
which have now been deregistered, was important for multiple
reasons.

A few months ago, PM Modi had said that while his
government can make some bonafide mistakes, its intentions
cannot be challenged. This unchallenged purity of purpose is
the most hard-earned jewel of Prime Minister Modi’s treasure.
No wonder, the Opposition is and will be leaving no stone
unturned to steal this jewel. All these elaborate references to
his war on corruption in the Prime Minister's speech are an
indication that he realises this fact.
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The Prime Minister’s stern warning to those indulging in violence in
the name of faith should suffice in silencing the doubting Thomases.
On this issue, it must be noted that the Prime Minister has been
consistently aggressive and emphatic. The Home Ministry’s repeated
directives to the States in this regard are also abundantly clear.

Change Attitude and Everything Will Follow’

There also appears a discerning theme of taking everybody
together through his repeated references to Team India, his
mention of ‘Bharat Jodo’ and and his reaching out to women
suffering from the injustices caused by Triple Talaq! His
evidently integrationist approach was aimed at preparing the
people to collectively work for a New India.

But the most significant message to the nation was his emphasis
that we all have to shed the Chalta Hai attitude and cultivate Badal
Sakta Hai approach. In a way, he was trying convey that while he
has the courage of conviction and the grit to transform Indiaq,
people will have to help him by resolutely working for the same!

PM MobDI EMBODIES SINCERITY IN HIisS URGENCY FOR A NEW INDIA

(contd. from Page 9)

And he hastened to reassure that the Tantra will work for Lok, and
not the other way around. That the PM wants to ‘hasten slowly’
was also evident with his reference to the new Millenials - those
born in 2000 - becoming voters in January next.

Again, his drawing parallels between 1942-47 and 2017-22 was
remarkable.

Perhaps he wanted to suggest that if Purna Swaraj was the clarion
call of 42-47, 17-22 should mark Purna-Su-Raj! Not for no reason,
he wanted everybody to work for making Su-Raj, or Good
Governance, a birth right. Understandably, he is preparing all for a
time-bound transformation!

Author—Dr. Vinay Sahasrabuddhe
(Member of Parliament—Rajya Sabha)

(First published at The Quint)

Public Policy Research

PP66, Dr Mookerjee Smruti
Nyas, Subramania Bharti Marg,
New Delhi -110003.

Phone: 011-23381844
E-mail: contact@pprc.in
Website: www.ppre.in

Facebook: /pprcindia
Twitter: @pprcindia

Hon. Director

ABOUT PUBLIC POLICY RESEARCH CENTRE

Public Policy Research Centre is a research organization established in 2011. The centre
produces research-based analysis of contemporary policy issues of significance. PPRC aims to
constructively impact policy formulation and analysis, with an emphasis on good governance
practices, efficient implementation mechanisms and evidence-policymaking within Bharatiya

Janta Party (BJP) in the larger interest of the nation.

PPRC — Board
: Dr. Vinay Sahasrabuddhe

Centre Director : Adv. Nalin S. Kohli
Director : Dr. Sumeet Bhasin
Address: Director : Sh. Rajindra Arya

Functionaries

Research Associate : Khyati Srivastava
Research Associate: Shubham Verma
Research Fellow
Research Fellow
Administrator
Accountant

: Vidushi Sahani

: Siddhartha Jaiswal
: Nikhil Kumar

: Hardev

Copyright and Disclaimer: PPRC. All rights reserved, including graphs, smart-arts; Except on pictorial representations produced with articles.

All content produced in this policy bulletin is subject to the opinion of the author. The platform does not assumes any responsibility or liability for the
accuracy, completeness, suitability or validity of any information provided by the authors.

To Contribute @Nitidarpan, please email us.




